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I SHOULD not have waited for your sending me a topic if
I had had anything entertaining or comfortable to tell you.
Who would not be worn out by repetition of disgraces,
follies, obstinacy, and profligate corruption? When fools
are converted into heroes, or blunt tools are blamed for the
awkwardness of the artificer, are these novelties worthy of
detail? I am weary of writing such a series of paltry
circumstances. The crisis of our total ruin comes on with
larger strides, and it seems as if it would arrive without
any convulsions of the patient. As to county meetings,
I will say nothing on them for several reasons that you
know. Managed as they have been, I think they will but
subdivide our calamities and our disunion, and heal neither.
I have a more recent reason that I will not tell you till I see
you. In truth it were idle to make objections when they,
and I fear everything else is too late. The nation is both
insensible and senseless: nor misfortunes, nor dishonour,
nor danger can alarm or make it feel. I thought they
would: I have been mistaken* I may be so again when
I repeat what I have often said, that if ever we do awake,
the reveil will be terrible; for they who have voluntarily
been fools will pretend they have been dupes (which is not
true, as the artifices employed were too shallow), and then
being angry, they will enrage themselves to prove that for
once they are in the right; they will do an infinite deal of
mischief in the wrong place; and then out of repentance as
much the contrary way. That some others expect a storm
is evident, for a few of the most shameless instigators of
the American war are now the loudest against it, and call
that apostasy, conviction, though it is solely dictated by the
